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Jen * 3 $ ab in [this fa Eng a 
uvnderſtood the good, or intereſt, or 
ad e of another; and the true 
7 08 ſenſe of the Words is, Let no one be 
he Ld $6. do intent upon taking care of him- 
N Jy ſelf and his own affairs, as, at the 
#7 CI PIES fame time, not to let the affairs of 
== others alſo have a-ſhare of his concern. 
This is an excellent precept of our religion, and it is 
indeed an honbur to that book, which we Chriſtians pro- 
feſs to make the rule of our life and behaviour, that this 
and the like directions are ſo frequently to be found there- 
in; and it would ſtill be a greater recommendation of our 
faith to the world, if it were much more generally ob- 
ſerved and praiſed than it is. It was an obſervation; of 
a great genius of our own country, That here never 
Was, in the world, any philoſophy, or ect, or religion, or 
ue or Nr ans > ro carried up atd ng the god um 
Real nods ein [welfare 
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welfare of others jo high, and depreſſed the ,ood amd welfare 
of a man's fingle' ſelf fo lou, as the religion of Chrift has 
donc. That no one might think himſelf excuſed from 
attending to this rule of the apoſtle in the text, the di- 
rection is general, and extends to all perſons whatſoever. 
The riches of the wealthy, the wiſdom of the knowing, 
the greatnefs of perfons in power and: authority, are ſo 
far from being privileges excuſing men from having a due 
regard to the good of others, that the ſeveral advantageous 
circumſtances I have mentioned are ſo many arguments to 
bind the perſons ſo diſtinguiſhed yet more ſtrongly to this 
duty, and to exert themſelves with ſo much the greater 
zeal and vigour in the performance thereof. How comes 
it then to paſs, that a rom to which men are ſo univer- 
ſally obliged, ſhould be ſo much omitted, as it is? For 
if we look abroad into the world, it is to be feared, that 
we ſhall find too much of that narrowneſs and contract- 
edneſs of ſpirit, which the text cautions us againſt ;- and 
too little of that care and concern for others, which is 
here enjoined. , Health, and eaſe, and pleaſure, and plen- 
ty of the comforts and conveniencies of life, are ſuch 
Aung, as men are apt enough to deſire, and look after, 
and provide, for themſelves; and when this end is once 
compaſſed, they are many times apt to look on the work 
as done, for which they came into the world, and to con- 
ſider their main point as gained, and that there remains 
nothing now, but to ſit down and enjoy their own good 
condition, and reap all that ſatisfaction and joy, that men 
commonly find, when arrived to proſperous circumſtances. 
As for other men, the reſt of mankind, they are con- 
tented to leave them to take the courſes, which they may 
think beſt for their welfare, and to ſhift, as well as they 
can, for themſelves. It will diminiſh none of their hap- 
pineſs, though they ſhould ſee things to go ill with others, 
nor will it make them more happy, to obſerve them to go 

e ee . 
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well. And if a man, thus wrapt up in himſelf, is but 
ſucceſsful enough to make one happy, he has made all ſo, 


that he is concerned for. If his own family, and his neaer 


relations, and dependants, are taken into his plan, theß 
are to be looked on as a part of himſelf, and it is ſtill 
himſelf, in a manner, he is taking care of, when he is do- 
ing any thing for them; this is ſtill confining all good 
offices to objects at home, and not extending them, as 
he ought to do, to all around him, to thoſe who are afar 
off as well as to thoſe who are near. But how is a temper 
of this kind conſiſtent with the excellent doctrine of the 
text? Moſt plainly not at all; it is as oppoſite to it, and 
inconſiſtent with it, as is poſſible. And therefore there 
muſt be ſome miſtake, ſome falſe reaſoning, that men 
ſuffer themſelves to run into about this matter, in order 
to keep their minds quiet and eaſy, under ſo plain a vio- 
lation of a precept of Chriſtianity. And the miſtake is, 
too generally, this, they think that all is well with them, 
and that no one has a right to complain of them, if they 
do but take care to hurt no body, and do not, on any oc- 
caſion, allow themſelves to defraud, or injure, or oppreſs 
their neighbour. If any one happens to be a ſufferer by 
their means, they will indeed look on themſelves as bound 
to make him reparation for the wrong, and to endeavour 
to heal the wound of their own making. Farther than 
this they do not ſeem ſenſible of any demands, which 
their neighbour may have upon them. And the truth of 
the matter is, that, in caſes, where no breach can be 
pleaded of any human law, their neighbour has no ſuch 
claim upon them, as he can proſecute 1n any of the courts, 
of juſtice of this world, he is not entitled to any relief 
from the civil magiſtrate, and that, becauſe the cogni- 
zance of the crime of uncharitableneſs is what appertains 
to another and an higher juriſdiction, and is one of thoſe: 


a ASprTTALSRIMOR. 


teſerved caſes, that God, the ſupreme judge of mankind; 
muſt be ſuppoſed to keep in his oπn hands. 
We read in che parable (Lale x. 31, 32. &c.) that 
the prieſt and the Levite in their journey came, and look- 
ed on the man, that had fallen among thieves, and was 
tet by them half dead in the road, and that they paſſed by 
en the other fide. Not a ſtep did they take towards com- 
forting or relieving him, and they thought perhaps, they 
wete not much to blame for pauſing by a poor ereatute in 
diſtreſs, and giving themſelves no trouble about him, ſo 
long as they were not themſelves the thieves, that had 
Pript and wounded him. But this was not a way of think- 
ing, nor a conduct, which Chriſt could approve or allow 
of in any who profeſſed ro be his followers. We Chri- 
ſtians have nor / learned Cöriſt. We are taught otherwiſe 
and muſt have widely different notions of theſe things, if 
we receive the rruth, as it ii in Jeſus. To condemn a car- 
rlage of this kind, and to ſhew us the great blameableneſs 
thereof, was plainly che intent of our Saviour in this pa- 

rable; and, as crooked chings do moſt appear ſo, wha 
viewed at the ſume time, and compared with things, that 

ate ſtrait, after 7 us the above-mentioned inſtances of 
want of humanity, he tells us, what their duty was, and 
what they and all others, in the like circumſtances, ought 
to have done, in the example of the good Samaritan. 
That he was to love bis . a maxim in religion, 
that the Samaritan had undoubtedly learnt, and this 
was likewiſe a maxim, that the prieſt and the Levite, one 
would think, muſt have heard of, as well as he; but they 
did not, or would not, underſtand it, as he did, as im- 
porting, that every one in diſtreſs, whom they could 
delp, was rhei neighbour, and that helping him, in ſuch 
caſes, was no other than that e that they were bound to 
ſhow him. Therefore our Saviour propoſes to the law- 
yer; 'whom he was diſcourſing with, the pattern of the 
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_ compaſſionate, Samaritan to 15 l after, and, what be 
ſays to him, on that occaſion, he lays to all of us, Go and 
do thou likewiſe, And the exhortation of the holy apoſtle, 
in the text, is the ſame with the doctrine of his great ma- 
ſter, in that parable, Let. no man ſeek, bis cum. bus every 
man anothers ,, 10 541 ‚§ 98 I] 
And more is intended in this exhortation, than that we 
ſhould only do a good work now and then, and, as it 
were, by chance, If we never give our alms, but when 
a ſight of ſame wretched. object of charity preſents itſelf 
to us, and almoſt forces them from us, if we never gives 
but upon great importunity and ſollieitation, or When we 
ſhould be aſhamed and out of countenance not to do as 
others do, or only upon occaſion of qur receiving the holy 
ſacrament; this is no argument of a real love and charity 
for aur poor brethren, nor of our having that conſtant 
and habitual concern for their good, that the text ſeems 
to require. Seeking; the: wealth, or good, bf. ot berg, is an 
expreſſion, that imparts more than this can amount to 
It is having their good ſincerely and affectionately at heart, 
charging ourſelves with it, in a manner, as if it were part 
of our ordinary buſineſs and employment, and looking 
on it, as one — 6 thoſe affairs, for which we were {ent into 
the world. And that no one may imagine, that this .Js 
requiring too much at our hands, or ſetting up the duty 
too high, it ſhould be confidered, that this matter, we 
weighed, will be found to be no more, than What was 
required and enjoined in one of the great commandments 
* the law, to wit, Thou ſball love thy neigibpur, as thy 
„ nee 8320101. 010539. nan 
And I cannot, I think, mote ſeaſonably recommend 


{9 you this truly Chriſtian ſpirit, chan on he preſent. o: 
caſion, when we are met together on che account of ſo 
many noble and uſeſul charities; which have nat only 
owed their eee 2 
Ain 3 | | 
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had their conſtant ſupplies of nouriſhment from it, and 


have been greatly ſtrengthned and ſupported by it from 
time to time, and which, as this excellent ſpirit prevails 
more ot leſs amongſt us, will for ever, in proportion, 
either flouriſh, or decay. I ſhall hope therefore, it will 
be no improper uſe of the preſent opportunity, if J ſer 
myſelf to lay before you ſame of thoſe motives, which 
" ought, I apprehend, to have the greateſt weight with us, 
in order to preſerve and cheriſh in us that generous con- 
cern for the good of others, which the apoſtle recom- 
11117 +7 
Now the moſt contrary thing in the world to this ex- 
cellent Chriſtian N xy is, the ſordid vice of ſelfiſhneſs; 
that poiſonous weed, which is of fo yery malignant a na- 
ture, that in whatever minds it once gets root, it will 
ſuffer no good quality to flouriſh or live near it. This is 
one of thoſe foul degeneracies prophecied of in the new 
teſtament, and which are to come to paſs in the latter 
days of the church: for amongſt ſeveral apoſtates expreſs- 
ly foretold to come in the latter times (2 Tim. iii. 2, 3, 
4.) one ſort of them, as we find there, and thoſe ſer in 
the front, and mentioned even before any of the reſt, are 
zerſons, who ſhall be ſelfiſh ; the holy ſpirit particularly 
oretelling in that place, that men ſhall be lovers of their 
This then being a temper of mind, againſt which the 
Chriſtians of all ages ought more eſpecially ro be upon 
their guard, and of which one may ſay, as St. Paul did 
of Elymas, the ſorcerer, that it is the enemy F all righteouſ- 
neſs z before I proceed, it will be convenient that I pre- 
ou ſomerhing concerning the nature of this vice of ſel- 
neſs, that ſo we may be fully appriſed of it, and know 
J wan tle oo 1 E451 
Mloſt certain it is, and it muſt be granted, thar all ſelſ- 
love has not the nature of fin, To love ourſelves in'a 
_ 5 certain 
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certain ain Soares 18. higty Wer my 
tural, and even neceſſary to the preſervation of ourſelves. 
And the principle, which puts us upon this, is ſo far 
from being contrary to nature, chat as ſome of the ancient | 
mew _ have well, obſeryed, they are the prima na. 
ture, the very firſt direftions and ain if of 92 1174 
which cauſe ug to have a love for ourſelyes, As long as 
ve carry theſe bodies about us, a proper care is to be taken 
of them. As long as we are ſtationed as. inhabitants on 
this world, it is but right, that we make ſome ſort of pro- 
viſion, that we may not 11 7 ire jor for want of 1 
E accommodations, iſtice we owe to our 
ealth, to our eſtates, to 5 5 names, to our fami- 
lies, and, to be ſure, to our 11 And if we were not 
to love out own ſelves, how could ſelf-love be a rule for 
our loving others, according to the great .commandment. 
before- mentioned, T Ie ſoak love thy. W a thy 
felf? But though ſelf, loc, nehely confidered, 5 
nature in its pureſt ſtate cannot but be 1 5 to 
approve and to recommend to us, yet to Th our "ſelves, . 
ſo as not to care for or love others, this is not dictated. by. 
pure and rata nature, but by nature wretchedly vi- 
ted and depraved. But 5 115 if there be a Glf-love, 
which is no other than a natural thing, which has its foun- - 1 
dation in eaten, and which a wiſe and good man cannot 
be ſuppoſed to be withour, how comes It to paſs, that the 
ſcripture, fometimes ſpeaks of ſelf- love in the general, as 
if there were in it N Ne of ſin? Why does the 
apoſtle, in the place forementioned, rank levers of tber 
own ſelves With finners, as if that were the character of 
bad; 25 And why again does the apoſtle, here in the 
words of my text, * us in this manner, Let no nan 
ſeek bis own, but every man another's wealth, as if we ought | 
to have no regard to, or care for, ourſelves at all? Ian 


beg That the ſcripture. aw this, to caution us. in the 
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cart Pl working ht b s to be ſuch, and in 
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exctudes others from hayitg their due ſafe in dur 


love, and which corifines raed 5 aer ourſelves. It is yo 
poſed all the white, that 2 er reſtrictions anfl li- 
mmitations, che natural ſel 


Abe, v which is originally, and 
chat for wile and good Firs 7 Impfanted in us, Will 
hold, and continue, afid exert itſelf, on all prapet "beca- 
gur g 245 It fieecls mut; und it is impoffi- 

add, unfitting, it ee ever be.cemoved. 
ereforr region muff k eliended to direct. in 


ur to remove or 
extirpate out of po inds al Pues Hur felves, 115 


tat would be neither fitting, Hor poffible) but chat, 


| E 8 ons, we ſhould regulate Aut govern it, th hin- 


om runtiing itito thoſe exceſſes, to which nature, 
Je 


ne onlß Ina certain meafüte atid degree, as if 


wire not to be HJont at All. Thus fays our Saviour, 4 
not up Yar pri vou . trepſurts #upomrearth, Labour wor for 12 
| 2 rb, us if we were not to take any "oy at 


4200 4 'cortiforrable fivelthobd, nor to think at 
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VER 
which excludes all , do and. — to others. 1 ee 
then a ſelf-lexe, that; is natural and juſt. 5 cher is, iN 

ſelf5lave,, chat is e eee ITE 
diſtinguiſh them in qurſelves· OR — | 

pineſs of others an intereſt of — own, a 

Aurſelves, in a manner, hurt, or wounded, by their ar. 
fortunes ? Have we a bratherly feeling of the good bell 
of others, as if the caſe / — gur on, and not theirs ? 
Do we find a. ſenſible plaaſure ariſing in ourſelves, | 
the proſperity of our neighbour,. and do we. ſympa ys 
with him, whenever, by any of the numerous agel | 
of life; we find him affſicted and a ſufferer ?. Are.we 916 3 
poſed not only to rice 205th them, wha rejoice, hut allo 6 
mourn with them that mourn? A man may ſoon find, _ i 
it is with him, as to this particular. A little obſetvation 
of himſelf will help him to make à thorough pains 
to himſelf, which claſs of men he is rally and truly of, 
whether of the ſelfiſh, or of thoſe, who are not ſo, For 
if his charity, which may be allowed dene at home, 
goes no farther, but ends there too, if he ſees.no ſuch qua: 
liry in himſelf, as a love, or benevolence, ſhedding welt 
abroad, if he knows in his own heart, that he neyer gives | 
any alms at all in private, and that, whenever by he is called 
upon, or invited, to giye his help to publick charities, he 
is ever more ready to make objections to the end and deſign 
of ſach charities, or to find fault with the conduct and 

| Management of them, than, to be contributing and aſſiſt- 
ing thereto, if he perceives, in general, that the ſtate and 
condition of others does not move or aſſect him at all, and 
Goſs 18 FREY made 1 or * by * change hap» 
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peni therein, if he edunts he is neither the better nor 
worſe for any think thar befals'others, if it be indiffe- 
ret to him, whether they be in health, or in fickneſs, at 
ene, or in pain, cloathed, or naked, in proſperity, or 
_ adverſity, and, in all events, that affect them, he be the 
ſame untouched and unconcerned perſon, if, when others 
are overtaken with misfortunes, inſtead of running to 
their help, he can content himſelf with the way of think- 
ing of that ſelfiſh one in Euripides, Oũ ds u wgt Tape 
Nies He. © That is no concern of mine: I am full 
as bappy, as I need be; it is very plain, that this man is 
not one, who conforms to the apoſtolical rule in the text, 
but he may aſſuredly conclude himſelf to be one of that 
ET part of mankind, whom the apoſtle deſcribes 
to be, lovers their own ſelves, EO oo 
To de more particular, there are three vices, which, 
wherever they are, either find a man ſelfiſh, or elſe make 
him ſo; and they are pride, and covetouſneſs, and a ſloth- 
ful diſpoſition. (GS: ele 5 1 5 88 r Nan 


T. If a man be proud, tis not to be wondered at, that 
he ſhould likewiſe be ſelfiſſi. We do not uſually trouble 
ourſelves with things, which we deſpiſe. It is the apoſtle's 
advice ( Heb. x. 24.) e ο˖⅛œ%, Brag, Let us confider 
one another, Let us attend to-one anothers caſes; but that is 
a thing, which a proud man is not very likely to do. A 
man may ſet that extraordinary value upon himſelf, as 

to look upon the reſt of mankind, in compariſon, not te 
be worth his thinking of. Inſtead of being convinced, 
that he Was born to be ſerviceable to others, and to do 
them good, he may perhaps, from conceiving too highly 
of himſelf, be induced to think, that all others were 
born to pay him honour, that from himſelf nothing is 
due to others, not ſo much as good will, or charity, or 
any one good office, but that from others he is entitled to 
. 3 | every 
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every inſtance of rd they can ſhow. him, and toevery 
er vice they can do him. Ikea 
that great enterprizer, Alexander of Macedon, and of 
ſome others, who, copying after his model, have affected 
to be thought the great and mighty conquerors of their 
— and ho to their on ambition and wrong thinſt uf 
have not ſcrupled to ſacrifice even alas iof 
00 very lives, which, by their particular _ 
nen chey were We ee and e 


4. 80 likewiſe if a man Seien ae on 
great bias of that mans mind muſt not be, to be charitas 
ble, or to ferve others, but to enrich himſelf, and n 1 
is plainer, than that he, Who is a lover of money, 
alſo in the apoſtle's ſenſe, in that ſenſe, in which ſelf-love. 
is juſtly to be blamed, be likewiſe 4 lover of himſelf. In 
the account of him, Who is oovetous, Whatever he has, 
though in never ſo great abundance, is too little for him, 
and every little almoſt is too much for his neighbour; he 
is altogether for himſelf; as to charity, that he looks up- 
on as a thing, that muſt, of courſe, diminiſn the heap, 
he wants — p to be increaſed; and for that he finds 
no Alpedden and he cares m_ Who minen 
een mee 205 64:0 3323104 EC: 31199091 1121 Leer 
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55 * „Fun beg there is a a 1 inde⸗ 
lence, and unactiveneſs of temper, which often accom- 
panies a ſelfiſh ſpirit, and is an argument thereof. There 
are divers good turns, which otliers need at our hands, 
which we cannot do for them without allowing them. 
ſome part of our time and leiſure, and affording them 
ſome ſhare; of our pains and trouble, and this is what, 
the man who. is Telfh. will not eaſily-conſent; to. If he 
is but juſt to himſelf and his. own concerns, he acquieſces. 
in _ and ſtops e About other mens affairs he 10 
2101 habitually 


. 
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Hhabitual ly areleſb. be eker be ae, 
and acting forchis ]] , ande can Ear aten 


that; but muſt be exe 
all — — are c 


elves"! 01 0945 291! 120% Oô⁹ſ balqutat on ard yiols 
And now havin having ſaid thut much ecohcernin ſelfiſhneſs; 
or that vitious 
of what it was the intent of the precept in the text, and 
indeei of the whole tenor of the goſpel, to make them, 
I proceed as I intended, to lay down':ſome motives; to 


induce ua to have a cHaritable concern for others and to 


make us ative nee e ee ae 


171 7 ' 4 J 


yl 9 eee e that chiiſd@niaw os: the 
dun idee wan the doctrine of nature and of that 


reaſoh; that all of us carry about u. That we are not 


bury only fot burſelves is the natural dictate of every 


reaſbhabſe mind · I have obſerved in this diſcourſe, that 


the finful-ſelf-tove' proceeds not from nature in its origi- 
nal, but depenerace ſtate . For why ? The fame nature, 


which neceſſitates us to love ourſelves, prompts us to mind 


alſo the good of * as what is our bounden duty. 
And this the very frame and conſtitution of our natgre 


ſuppoſes, becauſe man is plainly made for ſociety. 'By 


rom going oing any farther, and ſo 
ned to himſelf, and cen- 
ter there,” and the reſt of mankindb are to be left to make 
dutitheir way / and to: do, as well as theyccan, 'for chem | 


> 
* . 
* 


that makes inen to the reverſe 


1 898 © Þ * * 3 N * , OY 
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* 


the natures God has given us we are capable of converſing 


with, and aſſiſtlug, and ſuccouring, go comforting one 
another, and of dontributing to the happineſs of each o- 
ther. If we conſider the great body of mankind, we 
may look upon it, ag a ſociety at large, Whereof all indi- 
viduals are members in Particular, and they are to act as 
members thereof within the rrculer pgs 07 to which 
Nute 17 and in their ſphere, for the good - mo 
| Whole; 


3 > * 8 . . . 2 . _ bs N a 
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Wbeles bey dare to ſerys cheir country, ant 83 
 mymbers, 'acconding to their ꝓd wer and o As for 
chat man, vvho is Onconterned 24 for odds, quite forgets 


the common relation we ſtand in 70 One another, as ſocias 
ble beings," and members of ;ſocietys nay, he doth. in 
effect, renounce A —— of his nature. 
Who, though living in che midſt of the c mmunity, ws 
of as little de ro che reſt ft.of the world, as if he had e+ 
= queſtred himſelf to a deſert or 4 cell, where no ane pan 
be the better for kim. When God asked Cain, (Gen. 
iv. 9. J after he unaatural-murder of, dais hrocher, In here 


is Mel thy Herber S be aid, I now nf 08 Tg; nos bert 
keeper ©' a made and rumnannerly; ener his} bug thar-is 
not alls it argued, chat he was de nnd had ſo 


far put off humanity, that he Was btterly inſtenſible of 
the Obligation of nature; for he ns indeed his brother's 
| keeper, in ſome ſenſe and meaſures. and he Wes to watch 
over him, ſoh far ay be well, gonldy or kus . 

| ſafety, and Welfen © wh wo ee e e ee ee 
Let one, chat has been; in His time Abe anel wels 
man in the world, bur fall himſelf 1 ; Ps [miſery nud mu- 
fortunes, and that will make even him te und fech chat 
nee their wi pot cee . are obliged tot cons 
gerned for and to chelp ohe anbdther. Hecwill nor tonly 
wiſh, for and deſire relief, hut he / will think! 34 bardenoo; 
if he has it not, and he will even malte it matter uf co 
plaint, that others do not their bounden duty if they do 
der een him, The great error in thisipeint, hat he 
nearly led n apo 'a:yigous ſelfalove, will then 

vaniſh, a ve, wil thenolte hinge 26 they-Te. Ana YH 
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1 af we are obliged to have a Neal eon derh for / lie haps 
pineſs of others, as we are men; much more, tas L abſerve 
in . place, are we'pbliged- to this, ad He are Chri- 
For eee Lt 
our 0 * 
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Kianity than by etmmon humanity. ©! This the apoſtle 
ſhows (1 Cor. Kin) where he compares the church, the 
myſtical body of Chriſt, for this reaſon, to the natural 
body, to ſignify the love, that we, who are members of 
that body, ought to bear to one another, and the tender 
regard we ought! to have fer each others welfare. For 
in th# natural body there hi no ſebiſin, bur the members have 
the ſame dare one of unother; and if ond of" the members Juf- 
fer, all the members ſuffer with it, and if one member be 
Honoured, all the members rejoice with it. So it ſhould be 
in the myſtical body, and its members. In them too 
_— be the lil os to mutual bel b and the 
fame harmony and ſympathy And the apoſtle's argu- 
men for our agen b Nee one Kocher (Epbe/ bv, | 
25.) is likewiſe'an argument for out being charitable and 
doing good, to wit, That we are members one of another. 
Accordingly this our Saviour made the mark or ſign of his 
difciples, By tbis ſbull all men know, ſays he; that ye are 
my dlſciples, if ye have love one to andi bei. And indeed 
the Chriſtians of the firſt ages were known and diſtin- 
guiſhed from other people by this. Their care of the 
oor man and the ſtranger was ſo notorious and remarka- 
that their enemy Julian, who had had his education 
amongſt them; and could not but know them well, does 
them the juſtice, ! in divers places of his writings, to ac- 
knowledge it. And Lucian, taking notice of this practice 
of theirs, obſerves, how'eaty a thing it was, in thoſe 
days, for the crafty and cunning to make an advantage to 
themſelves of this liberal and beneficent temper of the 
Chriſtians, © But ſo it was, by the aceounts of their ene- 
mies, as well as their friends, that the firſt Chriſtians were 
ſo cloſely linked together in the bond of charity, ſo really 
concerned for one another's ſtate, ſo ready upon all occa- 
ions to miniſter to the neceſſities, to ſupply the wants, 
and to promote the welfare of one another, that 3 
Rn! | mutua 
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8 3. A hy motive I ſhall urge A | = 
e £00 others is regt example of gur pleſſed 
Lord, wg or_ us 51 5 1 er | 
miele deliver us out 5 a f miſeta le ſtate,” 25 Ahn 708 

bed ven, and condeſcended” to be E carnate, and to be 7 
10 of Mpc and at laſt crpci ied.” ' A moſt $i 1 


ſtance of 'A "chatitab > ne "for 1 
Which hee be chene das ga Jen 


ang degtce of 16fe_ was this?” För b 
eue on « 1905 od, no leſs à per fon, Cad 5, . 
lied himſelf, he a LB , t become man, to live 


A Wa is ad to d oe an accutlcd de ach.” c 10 
e g thers, 


ae os Torkhe 
rote hole 5 15 like this? "What compatit on 
can it beat or. admit of,” . 15 one man mould be charity F 
= £0 1 1 By that e Ton EA, God, 5 110 lake, 
Ou: conſent to come mati N $152 con- 
Cern for othets, "ile Joo, Hake, uf, aha. hg 9 ect, 
our great after Pal do. ay, Boer be, if 
us, and thar it 5 much difficulty, 5 
ourſelves to do the Laſt 050 dh För enk 
Thou can ſt relieve thy brother's poverty, W 1 
Mating: thyſelf. © Thou can'ſt help to en frot 
ride Without making khyſelf Hit 
Thou ban ff give Him food and raiment, and) 1200 
chyſelf as fs from'wanring eicher of them, as thop 94 
before. And, aft er all, what is that mi mighty expence,” to 
which it is likely thi 15 acern for bim hould ut thee? 
It may coſt thee a > Ih, 3 4 
demand of thick Kei y 
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dy teguſte a little t thy kate and thought and troubl 
1 hr as all this, What is the utmoſt 2 moſt 9 
le man in the world can do for his brother, when com- 
r with the aſtoniſhing inſtancè * the love of our 


fed. Lord to manking ? So ee I 

. A irth motive tõ a e agen s As; nad 
miniſtring to them accordingly i is; the great pleaſure,” that 
ever my attend ſuch a practice. And thus it is tru 
that the good \ we. do our * neighbour : may be refolied 
3 . if dye Soni 1 tag pleaſure redounding 
It, e may lawfvll 5 Nane | Proppynd £0 
felyes, as N Ts our duty in this- $10,  Some- 
eames indeed felt. loo fr is 2 corrupt end of d doing, good 
othees to others; BY or. ' inſtance, ben alnis are pon 


| ang eee that t c {cen bo men, and Arg Be 
b es ahy good nly to. be 15 den 19 2 
receive the E DE nen, in 5 ch caſe, th 785 ot 3 


may be t 118 for the benabit received from him, yet 
dos c No value gracefulneſs, by proceed- 
Jen's 2: principle, and becauſe there was 4 
-loye at the bottom of it; 


7 
4 44 


85 r to, do any good work it in ſecret, But 
ds is a ve 17513 ane honchrable inducement t© 
rep 2 oth 2 rhen fe ho ſelyes the plea- 


1 fatisfa 9 ag, en 
us. Jays dur 12 75 e ee ive, than to 
ang bis mote bleſſed to, tow eee than ig: have 
xm done vs. bs ils 
15 the common 6 rk of ran. pair it, 2 17 be 
Fl Wi N i Hut. FR hr io the 
orld,.. er us but.. or Wo 1 the or- 
Undry occurrences 0 „and of et bond r "oſe caſes, 


YL frequently 


Asa ee BY 
 Sequenrly happening which have deſary 
— of che piety, nag Anon af cv gr | 


yo 


city. In one plage, 4 gbald, almaſt as ſoar as it iy) 
utterly unable to help itſelf, and . — ynprovided! 
ts A ived of that affactiongte parent, whe wauld paty- 
rally have or mer ing bl far — ara ror 
ames ta e leſt in the hands of & 2 Wich nething, 
er a 1 d ſollieis and plead for it. 
In another plage, the hands, that were went ta maintaib 
many, an and to diffuſe Plenty, and joyfulyeſs, threugh a 
ee by Geige eee ſoa 
More. Beides, ,narberloſs. a5 the I 
en "daily, loſe 3he-uſi of their Lande 2 
and lame, and arę utter Na to do anything ot de 
ſelves or others, chaygh never Jo well diſpoſed o ĩnduiſtiyʒ 
and for diſaſters. of this ſart we need not-go ifo-farias 50 
the mp, dhe experience of every, dey almeſt ſhowsms, 
that we haye numbers of chem nenrer home, and at dur 
very dgors; Nor are theſe brite sad frgilchodies of als 
the only part of us WMhiohh is ſubject to accidents ; 
very min — Same men axe bern into 
world with that unhappy iframe; chat they Bever in af 
their lives arrive, as Athers-d0s t — — vſe of their 
reaſon ; and how. often does it happen, that by ifright, 
or a fever, or lame ſhocking: dalamity, or ſome violent 
paſſion n men, or by ſome unhappy tempe- 
rament of the blood and ſpirits, which men could bei- 
ther foreſee nor prevent, they are all of a fudden deprived 
of the right uſe of their underſtandinge, and, till they 
are recovered. from that ſtate hy medicines and a praper 
— 6 muſt DAME: er due reſtraint, from hurting 
rs or themſelves, and can be no longer looked on, or 
treated wich, as part of the rational world? And theſe are 
the involuntarily miſerable, hoſe miſery cannor, wich any 
I dh be ne choice. — * 
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ſideb theſe, the miſerable of another ſpecies and they are 
. Who are voluntarily ſo j F mean the idle and vicious 
the poor,” thoſe of chem ef eſpecially; Who have 
Felle, and diente and youth, on their ſide, the vagrants 
which infeſt our ſtreets, and often i intercept the alms, that 
were better beſtowed in other e thoſe, in a word, 
who prefer lazineſs and y to the comforts of an 
Honeſt calling; and the harm y of this fort of wretches 
is; that if ſome body does not interpoſe for them, who 
bas u greater regard and a truer love for them, than they 
bave for themſelves, and endeavour, when nothing elſe 
will do, to brit them to themfelves by by puniſhment, and 
0 reform them by diſcipline, the confequence of their 
being left to themſelves will be, that, 15. order to main 
tain themſelves in their vices, they will in a little time, 
in all likelihood, be hardy enough to venture to live, in 
2 manner, in a ſtate of War with all mankind, and il 
allow: themſelves in thefts, and robberies,” and mur ders, 
crimes} which will render” them deteſtable, both in che 
ſight of God and of man. And theſe we are to reckon 
the miſerable of their -own making, and a very great de- 
gree of miſery it is (though they are not as yet become as 
thoroughly bad as 18 E nor Rave as yer) Nied up the 
utmoſt meu ſute of iniquity they are capable of) to uy as 
the idle, and vicious; a unemploy poor always are; 
in the high road to deſtrüction both of ſoul and body; 
and for that reaſon it cannot but be every good man's wiſh, 
chat inſtances of ſuch unhappy ereatures were not near 
ſo kreduent amongſt us, as they are. 
was the ſaying of a very charitable man, upon OB. 
ſerving the ſtate of mankind in general, and how müch 
fin. and miſery there was amongſt them, How can à gobd 
man be | happy, when all the world is thus miſerable-about 
bi He has plainly but one way of being ſo, and that is 
uring in hi o own > ſphere, to reduce and-leflen 
29 ll | the 
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the quantity of miſery, which he ſees, and knows of, in 
the world, as much as is poſſible. For the ſtudying and 
trying to do this, and in any degree, ſucceeding therein, 
is ever attended with a joy and pleaſure, that is divine and 
raviſhing, and of a kind much ſuperior to any thing, 
which he, who is mean enough to be ſelfiſnh, can ever 
reliſh or ebony boly ay hi e Joy gon 805 
8. And this brings me to a fifth conſideration, to ſtir us 
up to ſeek the good of others, as well as our own, which 
is, That the ſenſe of having done this is what will be found 
to pleaſe us. beſt at laſt. What, I beſeech you, will it 
ſignify. to me at the end of life, that I have lived only 
to myſelf, indulged all manner of ways to myſelf,” cared 
for none but myſelf, enjoyed my eaſe, and taken my fill 
of. pleaſure? Is there any comfort in thinking of; this at 
our latter end? None at all. This cannot yield any plea- 
ſurable reflection. Nay, a perſon, who has employed his 
time no better than this amounts to, is ſo much the more 
uneaſy on the death-bed, by how much more he lived to 
himſelf, when now he can indulge himſelf no more, and 
all the eaſe and pleaſure, he ever lived in, leaves not after 
it the leaſt comfortable reliſh or remembrance. A 
ſelfiſh, and unprofitable, and uncharitable life can do no 
otherwiſe than deliver a man over to a fooliſh anduncom; 
fortable end. Haſt thou indeed done good in thy genera; 
tion? Haſt thou been duly mindful, on all occaſions, 
quem te Deus eſſe juſſit, & humand qud parte locutus eg in 
re, that is, what. all the ſeveral duties were, which; thy 
{ituation in the warld required ef thee? Canſt thou-ſay, and 
with truth, * I have not come into the world for nothing. 
* have not lived in human ſociety for nothing, but others 
e have been the better for me, the ſick, the needy, the di- 
< ſtreſſed, the ignorant, thoſe. of all ſorts, to whom my 


« beneficence could be extended, within my ſphere? cies 
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Gad had thy beſt fervices from thee, and haſt thoy been 
uſoful abd beneficial to the warld? There is cemfort and 
joy in thinking of, and'refleing upon this, when all the 
eaſe, and 2 of ſelf-indulgence, yea, all worldly 
pomp, and ſtate, and honour, are paſt away, and gone, 
and are now utterly inſignificant things to us. It is nor, 
we may be aſſured, the good we have enjoyed ourſelves, 
but the good we have done to others, that will ſatisfy, 
and pleas us, and ftand 1 us in — When we come to 
2 = 


Wy 1 us lends; in. the be frz. b bee geld 
the wett required in the text is to recommend us to God. 
For this is that beneficent temper the apoſtle ſpeaks of in 
the thirteenth chapter of this very epiſtle from whence 
the words of the text are taken, without which all the 

excellencies, we can to pretend to, are of no account in 

the fight of God. The c chapter begins thus, Though 7 
Pes with the tongues of men and of angels, and haye not 
charity, Jam berome as ſounding brafs or a tinkling cymbal. 
And though I have the gi 45 of N and underfland all 

y/heries, . all knowleage ; and though T have all faith, ſo 
that TI could remove mount tins, and ¶ have no charity, I am 
nothing.” And here it is obſeryable, that one of the ex- 
cellent properties and _— of this fo neceffary grace of 
charity mentioned by at ner'y in that chapter, amongſt 
the reft, is this ( rag jar v. 5.) That it is by no means 
ſelfiſh: Charity ſeeketh not ber oum. The ſame word is 
uſed in the original for ſeeking both there and in the text, 
and th — ſage is plainly parallel to the words J have deen 
diſcourſing upon, and 1s very fitly expounded by them, 
er no — 5 ſock bis oun, but every man another's wealth, 


1 ſhould now have done with the bin motives 
which ſhould induce us, and prevail with us, to have a 


proper 
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r regard: to the goed ef others, but there is 6he G- 
tive yet behind; which J eannot well omit on this ocea- 


fion; and T muſt not forget to remind you; in the events _ 


and la place, how ttiueh we are concerned, as proteſtafits, 
net to be defectiye in this point of charity, We ate con- 
vineed (and that upon very good grounds) that the Job; 
we of this church- ptolelt, is no other, than chat, which 
was once delivered to the. ſuints, and we caſihot but be n- 
ſible, how neceſſaty it is to a true faith, chat it ſhow itſelf 
in <vorking by love. Could it ap that we were more 


waiting herein than others, of did in the leaſt fall ſhort 


of thoſe from whoſe communion we have ſepatated our 
ſelves, it would give our adverſaries of the church f 
Rome ſuch 4 tabſe of triumph, as 1 perfundde thyſelf, they 
have not at this day. ber a given an handle to ſome 
to miſrepreſent us, in this particular, has been this, chat 
we'doinot, äs they do, place tnetit in good! wotks, nor 
e 
_ our juſt truch is, it tcaſon 
Pi for doi N we ate affured; chat they ate 
pleaſing to God, od FREE God has plai in recipe thth 
at bo rev". and his promifed to rewar fe 
great and excellent charities, which call us ae tis 
time, are a plain vindication of us, that we are very far 
from being Solhſidians, or. perſons wholly unmindful of 
good works: and may the argument, by a continual in- 
creaſe and flouriſhing of charity amongſt us, grow every 
day ſtill ſtranger in vor favour, - We have befors us the 
excellent pattetns of our ptoteſtant anceſtots, to excite u. 
to be chavitable and helpful to others; as they were; One 
of the firſt of che glorious fruits of che happy reforive.: 


tion was, the erecting and etidowing, by the Crown, and 
by private perfons, ſome of theſe truly uſeful foundations, 
which have ever ſince afforded ſo much Belp and effort 

5 8 and wich continde a laſting 


O credit 


credit an bop 1%, his great; and 8 


The 
zeal of,c ends gf the reformation, Abe 


irſelf, ſo ear 1s work, that che noble and beneficent 
temper of 55 Saen ſean only to have waited: for. 
the, remoyal of pppery, and the clearin ing. of ſome con- 
vents of an uſeleſs ſer. of friars, that had. dwelt in them, 
to be able to ine forth in its full juſtre and glory, and 
to how itſelf, in * more ſubſtantial inſtances of charity, 
than any they ha 2 rp ne into before. It is no ſign of 
a ſelfiſh 5 505 my of a religion, which does not very 
e iT us upon caring for others, that it has now. 
TE els Hay, WY OH Fwo 1 7 years * paſt, been, 

1 Y ſhowing its ſpirit and genius, in 
| 255 Pee. laudable kinds of . that the 

ken of on could contin, or think, of, for. the, robe 


* 5 iſtice may be done, to thoſe. 1 per- 
We 19 who TI ill, and E and e — 
cern for che good of the the miſerable of their llow-c 

and others, the proſperous eſtate of ſuch deſigns as t — 
muſt ever, in a great meaſure, be owing, it is fit you ſhould, 
be acquainted with the Pros re 400 copdilicg. f A, 5 
cee chk cg. eee 
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Add bere let me prevail with you to caſt a lc beck 
upon tus of our famous hoſpitals, thoſe. of St. Bartholo- 
mem and St, Thomas, and to reflect a little upon! the great; 

that has been done there within the compaſs of the 
ingle year laſt paſt, It muſt. doubtleſs occaſion a very: 
ſenſible pleaſure in every compaſſionate breaſt to hear, 
how much benefit the miſerable of our own-ſpecies have 
_ from thoſe Places | in that time, and how many, 


en who 
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who were ſo very lately objects of pity, have returned 
from thence, in ſo ſhort a ſpace, happily altered, with 
healthful bodies, and minds full of joy, and, we will 
hope too, with thanks to God in their mouths, to their 
own dwellings. By the account of the laſt year (and, in 
this, former years have not been behind them, bur rather 
exceeded them) in theſe #209 hoſpitals only, taken together, 
ſo great a number, as between eight and nine thouſand 
wounded, maimed, ſick, and diſeaſed perſons, have met 
with the relief they wanted, and are returned home to 
their ſeveral buſineſſes and occupations, and above a thou- 
| ſand more, we are told, are at this time under the ſame 
inſpection and care, and, with the bleſſing of God, are 
now in the way of, and hoping for, the like babe ſuc- 

ceſs. Let us now put the ſuppoſition, that no ſuch pro- 
viſion had been made amongſt us for the caſe of ſo great 
a number of unhappy perſons, as, by the piety of good 
Chriſtians, has been made in theſe hoſpitals, and let us 
bur conſider with ourſelves, what muſt unavoidably have 
been the conſequence. Sickneſs and accidents would ſtill 
have happened, as _ do, and the numbers of the un- 

fortunate in our neighbourhood, in that caſe, had not 
been leſs than they are, but in all likelihood much greater ; 
and what muſt then have become of them? Why, many 

of thoſe unhappy perſons, we muſt imagine, had either 
been left to periſh within their own habitations, which 
had then, in a manner, become their hoſpitals, bur hoſ- 
pitals of 2 wretched ſort, without advice, without 
medicine, without relief; or elſe perhaps they would have 
ventured themſelves into our ſtreets, and ſought that pity 
there, which they could meet with no where elſe, Would 
it not have given us pain to meet with objects of miſery 
on every fide? Would it not have abated much of that 
pleaſure we now juſtly take in beholding the beauty, and 
riches, and magnificence of this flouriſhing city, if but 
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a ſmall part of che great number 1 have "mentioned had 


been expoſed and ſcattered up and down in every corner, 


and permitted to lye languiſhing, and even expiring in our 
view ? How much more is it for the honour of our religion 
and country, that as few fights of human nature in mifery 
ſhould appear amongſt us, as is poſſible? That there are 
et left too many fuch, is too evident to be denied, and. 
? apprehend, it muſt be fo ſill, till the beneficent ſpirit 
T have been recommending, exerts itſelf yer with greater 
vigor amongſt us, and puts us apes doing famewhat yet 
farther for their good. May God therefore put it into our 
hearts zealouſly to ſet, about the buſineſs of increafing the 


preſent ſtreams of theſe, and likewiſe of the other cha- 


rities of this city, that more perſons; in their time of 


* 


need, may become partakers thereof, and be refreſhed 
o 
And, after the ſeveral motives I have already urged at 
large, 1 need not, I think uſe many words, to induce us 
thereto. All that I ſhall think proper to add, by way of 
| heſe 


"IF ou in this diſcourſe, that there are cer- 
ich are apt to make men ſelfiſh, and to 
hinder them from being ſo zealous, as they ſhould be, in 
doing good to others. Againſt theſe qualities let us reſolve. 
to be more eſpecially on our guard; and that we may be 


obſerved ta 


" F* 


Let us take care, in the fr} place, not to be hindred 


from doing good by any thing like pride, or too high a 


conceit, of ourſelves and contempt of others; let us be 


ſure, chat (as our bleſſed Saviour himſelf was, and as he. 
expreſsly calls upon us to be) we be all of us meet and 
nos fn heart, and (to uſe the expreſſion of St. Peter) that 


we be clathed with bumility. Let us remember, that the 


ife' is a ſtate of trial, and not of reward, and 
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that it is not the rank of life we are in, but our eondvet 
and deportment therein, that muſt recommend vs to Ood, 
and render us of any orth or value in his fight, and that 
it can be by no means concluded, becauſe one man is let 
| proſperous, and in lower circumſtances, than another 
may be, that therefore he is leſs in God's eſteem; and this 
is a good reaſon, why no man ſhould think coo highly of 
himſelf, N of his brother. Let us chin lefs, 
than commonly we do, of the diſtance, which worldly 
circumſtances have pur berween us and our brethren, _-_ 
more of the great diſtance there is between God 
ſelves; and s contemplation will ever + ws in — 
an habit of . as will render us at all times apt 
and ready to do thoſe good offices for our brethren, which 
they may ſtand in need of at our hands. 'We ſhall then 
not ee the infinice condeſcenſion of God, thar 
he, who dwelleth on high, and whoſe throne is in heaven, 
highly exalted above all angels and archangels, above all 
principality, and power, and might, and dominion, ſhould 
ſo far humble himſelf, as to behol the things that are in hea- 
ven and in the earth, and, in particular, that he ſhould. 
ſhow ſo much kindneſs to ſuch ſinful Creatures as our- 
ſelves. It will then be bur natural for us to imitate the 
goodneſs we admire. How can we think any man's cafe 
whatſoever below our notice, when we conſider, that we 
ourſelves, with all our fins, and frailties, and infirmities 
about us, are not betow the notice of the Almighty, nor 
. without conſiderable marks and tokens oc his bounty to 


us: 

Again, That we win may not be ded Goin doing good 
by too great a love of riches, let us got think that portion 

of our wealth to be thrown, away or miſemployed, which 

may procure for us the prayers of the Jo and deſtitute 

in our behalf, and Bod aps us to the bleſſing of God upon 


* reſt of our ſubſtance. | Let us perſuade ourſelves, * 
Th 3 
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the very beſt uſe we can make of riches, the uncertain 
mammon of this world, [ is, 0 make them a means of pro- 
curing for us thoſe ever/aſting habitationt ſ pain: of by our 
Saviour, and that we can make no purchaſe with them, 
1 favour-of God here, and eternal happineſs here- 
Nor, /a/ſtly, let us be hindred from doing good to others, 
by imagining, that, without this, we have buſineſs enough 
to do of our own, and ſufficient to take up all our time 
and thoughts. For (as, I hope, I have convinced you in 
this diſcourſe) this is more an affair of our own, and 
more appertaining to us, than men are commonly apt to 
apprehend it; and we cannot be better employed, or 
more profitably for ourſelves, than when we do that good 
to others, which we have opportunity of doing, in obe- 
dience to the commands of God, and in expectation of 
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